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WHY GOD WON'T 
GO AWAY 

The Melllpltor of God 
(wd (Ill Mythology ofSdmce 

TW "'" ..."". /..,... III ~ It--s III ..".. I"", 
WIouI4MMf" ~ -tf..JJk fo.'_ • • ~ 71rou 
Ii-' tin"". '" !'IoMd .... fovtou ,,"" tWlrMt '" 111_ 
SY""kis (I booo-) .. Int. U""Df "., ,Itt rIo'''B ,Ito.. lin. 

n ... "N'''fl, /101m' lOr 1M" ...u, aO prll,-, ~_ 

Wcrsb"..".ng 11'1111 (Ttl;! "''''VI af foIlt.1e1f ""'''If!, 
A"d "II In rhrir prAyi"S. Sll(-ikw\'td, """..us 
1'1Il 'DIMS' of fh~i, ,,'u, ~"'1u"tI thouShts, uti/as 

TIIDu." tt"'B"'tic "'~fC)',I> 71t~I( .Ii..,,, 
0.., """"'"' "''''t", u"sI:ill(uIl)~ H,,,,ou/ Jutrt; 

10l1li,,0 " .. idoInlOn. CT)~"Il,,"Iu .. rd 
To" thAr idol, if"""" ur« 11K", III tI,y word. 
T..u lOOt 0 fAnl, D." IiJmll _. lArd, ;" 110). grt"', 
UlIS,PI>kt. s,culo __ !i.r".., -"'fMr ",...wlt. 

-C.S. Uwu 
• A f«Kncu .., All ~. 

The prommem ChriniUl apoloil>l' c. s. Le,wi, ..... ""vcr "",ed 
lor hi, mynic .. 1 scnsibili,;rt-M ..... , .n Oxford don who 

'" 

-
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.diN upon onldl«t and meticulous schol~rsh;p 10 argut on deftn .. 
of hi, f.a.ith, and __ hotr writinp han b«n nnbn.:N by million. of 
mldlllOn;ll. liltr~lis.k ClltIlliam around 1M world. In 1M po<m 
~bovt. howt\'tt, ht- fltpS ""yond nu"".rt"am onhodo~y 10 «110 
1M csRmial transcaKknl wisdom oIlht- myllKs, Ihll God " bt
yond all romprthtnsrOll and dtsc:nplion, and llut IlIlutu! ,nlU' 

prtUlions of his unknowabk lUIu.e an lIt\·e. be more dun 
.ymboll poinling lowa.d I d«pe •• mot. mystnious uulh. 

The: .... It_.bff' .... of God " • dd"inlOG pnn~,ple for Ih. 
mYlticalIy inclined ",lipoN of ,iW wI. Buddhism.u!d T:&OIsm, for 
.xample.l.av. linl. room for .ny ptrOOnjfiN d.;ly. Ev.n Hindu .. 
who wonhip .p«ific ptnOn.Ilized dtluts, understand Iha, .h.,.. 
Ip«jfic, identifiablt- soW art Rp.C$tnuUeIU 01 tht om sup.emt 
Godh.ad. Bnhman. who HIJII beyond form lOd d.scnplion •• nd 
for whom '..u WIISlnoo... ,...., inackqu.,e and ,,,,.h II beyond 
... ord,.·' 

l"ht torII:tpl of UI unl.nowablt. ung ••• pabl. God;. mo", diffi· 
(uh for ,he: monotheis.ic: ",ligioN of tht WCSI. Judai,m, Chri,· 
lilOi.y •• nd blam .'" .Il foundN upon tho rovd.tion of • God 
who i •• disl;ncc Suprtmt" lkin,:. 'p«,fic 'U~lunl mUIr, >tl 

.pan from"'" nalurolworld. wilh. rwnt •• h.ulory. and. ,p«ilic 
agenda for his ptopk. Th. W"'lttn God .ptalu 10 Ih. world 
throollh scnptu,cs ond propbnt.. be ha:s ~, and nnotJOns. !It- i. 

belit\'N 10 be dunuu(ally.nd .mpjrica.JJy reM. Such. OIron& di· 
vi"" ~i.y docs not knd i""lf easIly \0 I .. nscend.n. onlC"t"p"" 
laUe ... , bUI lhe mY1l1u of the Ih ..... veal w<:tt ...... f.a.iIM havf 

oo",,,,.ol1yand roil«tivdy i""iSlN, In ag.«mtlll ... ;.h 1M ItKh· 
inp of dtc w'. lhal 'M ulli/IU~ OSKncf of God i. h. beyond thr 
.... h ofhuman .0mprfM ... ion. 

"The hIgh God of K.bb..lis,ic my .... ;'m. for ...... mple. sounds 
very much like'M Hindu Brolutw.:. div,nr OOIlC..pI beyond tht 
~ ... h of human und.rscandlng. with no form 0' limIts, and no dis· 

". 
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.HY COO .01'0 r CO AWAY 

1ItKt ptnorUl nuibu ...... 1u15Ol"l ..... l'1w: K<tbb.J,h ,.alit .his Cod 
E .... SO/. .. hw;h ,,·ans!"t ... btually as ·endl .... • Of' ·mlinn ... • 

In n.. Ew",wl KM/,.W,JOO:uc ",holM Danid ~btt ClIp!..'". 

tho. God u E",.SO! is bqond limi •• and compamoru . • Anythi", 
Yisibk, and anr.hinl tlu. can be VUpN by tMul/1I OJ botIndM,' 

"'" ... y ... Anydunl bounded is fini.IO. Anyu.ing finite " Il00' undif. 

fcrmtL .. ctl. ConvtrKly, the bo"ndl""';1 c~Jlctl C", ·SO/. Inlin"". h 
i •• b,QI", .. "ndlff ... cnll~ .. on in perf('d, changel .. " o .... n ........ . 

II!..mic rnYllia h~vc oJ"" unde.,.ood tn.. bound/c .. i .... fbbili,y 

of God, and h .. IV .. "p .... ~ the fUllli.y of .ryi"l 10 upl ... n his 
unkno .. ~ble natuft. A«oroinglo R.bi'. aI·Aw .. iyy. ~n c;",.h. 

emtury b!..rnie "m" 

"Tht one .. ho apl.,n .. lia. 
Ho .. can you dacribe .be uut form of Somnhmg 

In .. t.c.c pracnce you = blotted out I 

And ,n .. hose bci"ll you "ill <:lUll?' 

1"he 'p"-;.u.1 experlenc ... of Chri.,ian ffl)'JIICI hal lik ... Li .. Ictl 

,h.m 10 condud. lh.t the urge.o unde., .. nd God u a 'pccific.li,. 

cntl being only Iuds ul u.ray. 'If you .... h.o bt flC'rftct and .. i,h. 

Out lin,' nyl the C.,holic mystic Me"te. Eckhart, • ..... n do no< t;"\ 
prmk .botI, God. 11.1$0, you should not .. i,h to undm .... nd any- l)(. 
th'n. :aboo.t. God, (Of' God is beyond ~II undm .... nding. A rnu ... 
say., 'If I had. God dw I could undcnund. [ ....... Jd not repr<! 
him as God.' If you undenWld anything abou. tum, then he is 
not IJI II, ~ by undenl2ndinc somc<tu"ll of him, you f~1I ,"10 

Ignorance.. ."' 
l'1w: «Indus""," of the mystK::, KCm deM: God" by hi. ""ru.e 

unkno ... blc. lie 11 not an objn:uve foct, or.n """"I being; he is, 

,n foct, H,'" ",..If, the .bsoIute, "ndifferenu"ctl onen"" t .... , i. 
,he ground of.1t existmcc. When we und .. mnd this ,ru,h, ,h .. 
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my.,ies d.um. aU reliponl «HI1IK1 1,1, 10 II", dttpC'l', diVIne po"'''' 
If we !.oil w undmund II ~ ... , dIng '0 ,he comfonin, i~ 
of a pnxonal, kno ... abk God-. God ... 100 aitu mcirdy Ipm 
from .he ,cst of a~uiQn ;as I dinlllCl, individuII bnng-... ~ di!;"",_ 

'ish dw ulum.. .... ~alMU of God, and ,edun h~ divinily w ,he 
nUll •• of the ,,,,,,II, • d • .! idol" ,iIa. u.. .. ', poetry to poignandy 
dcxribto, 

The mYllics dum ,hal ,he true n~.".e of God c~n only ~ 
kno ... n d,rough I d"eel, myllic.1 eoeOlJn'.r, Evdyn Underhill n' 

pl",in.,h .. "My.ticism, in itl pure form, iI .h~ Ki~nce of uitim.,es, 

,he Kicncc of union ... ilh!.he Abtolulc and nothing rI ... ,· and th., 
',he my.tic iI the pcn.or! .. 100 an~nl ,hOI UIUOn. """ thc pt'1'KNI 

.. 100 uJk. about iL No< ,0 i_ Uo-I, but ,0 &, is thc rrurk 
thc real initi.a'e, ", 

T1ut dOC$Jl" "" .... Ioowev .. ,.ha, thc me of UI ~. • 

•• e ,he il\SigJ.tI thc my.tiel! have .Iured, "E"en if "'e arc inc:ap.abk 

of .he h" ...... n,,,., of conociou.ncu achieved by a mptic," ... y. 
Karm Armsttong. " .. e can learn ,hll God dOCl 1'10, .".iI, in ... y 
'impliJtic "'rut, few nl"'pk, 0 . dtlt ,he very .. ord 'God' i. only I 
Iymbol of. ru[j,y thlt ineffably I",nse, I it, " 

or c<nrunes, ,he nOlle""" 0 .uch Ire' "y hll been .up
ported only by ,he claims of mYIIK:ilm, Science Iw traditionally 

rqcc,td these clainu, but OIJr .. ork IUll&fJU th" in ,he form of Ab. 

JO!uIC Unitary ficin" the .pirinull,lnion ,n. myo,ia describe f«1s 
" lell' .. solidly and II literall), rcal II any o<hcr ""fH'ncncc of 
rcalify. TM ncurolotiaJ and p/liloeop~al corrdl'cs of this coo
..;.,;.,.., mU.e;. dcar w. AbsoIlI" UnItary' 8cin" ....... kI be a ..... e 
of ulri"",1C union and ,ocal IIndiff~t~.ed _ a plane of nt

IItcncc in ... hich aU dqrCQ of dlffercrou dIssolve and comparisons 
btromco Imp<IQibk. In AbsQlutc UnItary' Sclng. nothing is c:xperi_ 
Cf>(ed bul the PU" and compltte IIn;,y of all 'hings. ew of """ 

" },,,,, •. One: thing CaRnOl nlnd apm (rom 11'10 ..... , on individual 

bein,s and objects cannot be percciv~. The Clotu:.!.col stlf cannOt 
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nist, brau ... il tu. no """-tl:/f ag.urul whieh '0 ddi ... iudr. In 1M 
WM fuhion God nflnoOI ~ sn >JWl from IhOf ulum.tcon<n<SS U 

lJI id.ntifi.blo, ptrSOfl.liud bting-co do fl) .. ""Id ~ to concciv. 

of. God who i.J Ius Ih:an aboolutcly "".J. 
Thr paTtpUOl't of :an .b...Jutc r.wly th«d'~, would ck1mnd 

!I\,II God ~ _ ,han • knowable b..'''10 and INk!! II tkar w, 
alL£c:rsonificauoru of God 01 • • ymhot" .ttompu ,0 ,rup ,h. un

v ... ""bk. Thi. dOl!l not fn("UI, !.ownn'.!hlt fM'r1ONliud <'O""tp
IJOruI of God an rI'IoCMI1ngku. or nrcQS&rily unU'IIC. hUI<"ad, d .. 

".'oof .... l»oIul. Unil<lrr Ik1ng imprnlel uf"'" anyo ... whon~ 
rwntn; it, ,I.. ruliuUon Ih., tho God .... an know it only. glim

...... of a hip,rr 'pirittW 'OIliIY. in 1M AlTtO ""y. prrh.aps. w, a 

IIngk bnm of I'Chl 'mph .. 1M glory of 1M sun. In this tmSt. aU 
pt'lIOit.oJiud ,nc.m.tio", of God art roo,ed in tMI'"=p,ion of. 
Juga- ,..,.Ii,y. II.. deq>nl. _ JUb~mo son ... of ,..,alncsolbt mind 

IS obk 10 o:rpm.nct. In ,his u1u .... 'c ,oiliwu. ",hieh lio:$ btyond 

m .. tri.oJ "' .. 'c"". and .ub;K1JOc o:rl'""""".' .U ton/litts an: ,c
oolvN and tt.. fund.monl<ll promi ... of.oJl rdigion. it fulfilled
IUff.nng ondo, unny and bliu an tltnUl. 

In TM "":fmc Hfdrt. W.y ... Tou,hl. add,mn Iho apparently 'P~)I: 
irrtrondl.bl. conAic, bn ... ~n btlief in a penon.l God. and the ---
Kk""",IN,,,,,,n, of an 'mporson.oJ hi,h~ 'fali,y. "In molv;n, 

~ _m'ngly tonflie·,,"I.w.-.. • ... say .. 

I think "'. ar. going '0 diKO ... r in coming ye.n • mO,.., 

~ ... It vi"" of the di"'lI<'-SOf1Iflhi"l !h" an be ~cri
fiN ,n my."".1 •• pcri."".,....j""ludn both ponon.oJ and 
' •• mp<'rJOn.1 , •• Ii,y. God i, bolh. loving prn.n«. <'Om· 
r-ion.al., wi .... kind. .nd "",reiful •• nd an 'mpenon.oJ 
principle of u1u .... ,. rondi,jon of consciou ....... tho basis 
of karma, sh_:!"I. or emp,i ...... and ",ro.o ..... "T"My rep'''' 
$tnt , ...... ,icln of tht "m~ fl)ure .. , ''''0 fund,,,,tnu.l in

.ip.u. two mrsc.ic.oJ ....... hu,iom of Ik ultirrutt my".."..' 
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In ocM .. ords. ,·~rious incanu'lOI\J 01 God lit m=phoOcaJ 
,n.ftprn.uions oI.ht samt .ptn.w.! rnli.y_hc ",ali,y aptrinad 

u Ab5OtU't Unnuy ikIng, Whtn ... t ",~Iiu Ih~. any .p«ific COn

Cf'p.ion of God II a P'lICt of thi, "'lItr punk, rooted in a mystical 
unde .... ndlng of ... h" .. , {und~mc:nully re.l. thtn .11 rdigior .. M
come .;bling', . 11 f"lh. bn:ome: trut. and all 'ncunalion, of God 
CJln be undtrllood ;u rtal. 

BUI if we rC'J«'l thu CfUCW '''''ght, if ... t dIng 10 me imagt 01 
God ;u a littn1, "no_mit ban" dlltlnct :!.rId indtpnodtnl 01 ..... 
"". oIl't"lity. tbm _t ...... Iffl. .t bc:st, ... ith • God .ha. u..u'. 
f'OC'm d_riMI .... a "hmplng mruphor." u a Iymbo! ·",hieh can

not N .ht thIng thou an.· At "'onl, ... tcrUle a God ",ho ludl us 
away from unity and companion.. loward di~IIion and strift. 

In ........ , 01 iu imjYCI upon hunun hitto.y, ..... c:onctpt 01 a ptf_ 

sonaIiud God" not n«:essari/y""""n',. lnA IImoryo/God. ~ 
Ar'rRJI ..... g poon .. OUt thaI the pratnet 01 jllJl ...rn " God, ill fact, 
has made profoundly pocou~'contribulionJ ,0 11'.,. ..... CIlfruno. -Tht 
pttK'III:I.I God .... !wiped ~u 10 val"" Iht ucrnI and '...Jim
abk right, 01 the IndIVidual uid to IkwIop an appr~Uon of hu
nun pcnon.Jily,· ,ho S4y', "1M Judco-ChrlllWl ,ndil;"n has .hu5 
holpN lhe 'X'en 10 ;ocqUtrt lho: liberal humani,m i, ... lutS 50 highly .• 

But ,ht "me: ptl'JOnai God. Armllrong "'.rns. can Ncome: , 
gr."" li.hili,y. "(A penonaliud Godl nn be .. me:,.., idol arvtd ILl 
our .,...n lmag<'. "Iho poinu OUI. 

" projcc,ion 01 OUr limI,ed n«ds. f,lll. tnd dt,irtS. II't c ... 
auuntt ,IIa, ht Iova ",ha, ... e Iovt arid hala what we ""It, 
endorsing OUr p. tjudicn ins"..! of comptlhng US 10 , .... _ 
..:..nd thtm. When "" _ms 10 fail '0 prr.'ent a ca,,.,croph, 
Of" _m, t>-tn 10 des,,..,. ""lIedy. "" Can _m callou,.nd 
crueL A facile belief llul "diou,er II ,he: w,lI 01 God can 
mak us ac:ctpIUllnp du, ...., n.n<l..ntnuJl,. unxc:tpublt. 
Thr ~tf). fan ,hal. U I ptnon, God has I gtntkr is aJ.o 

'" 
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limmng: It 1nI':ms th.ar u.. oawlilY of 1".1( Uw h .. man nee 
is ucnhud .1 II,., fipmM' 01 d,., frmak ~nd un ltad 10 a 
MllroI:ic ~ ,naokq .. n" unNlmu ,n h .. rrwI ....... 1 mora. 
A prnon.Il God (:all fl., d~ .. d,.,,,,fQft. hwtad of 
pull,,,, ... beyond OUr Iitnlu.uons. "he" an "IICOIJ,.. ... 
10 <""'"on compl:ocrntly wilhon Ih.cm; "he" nn mu." ... at 

" .... ,,1. cillou .. ",If.uudini and p.anlll .... he" Sftnu 10 Ix. 
Inll"ao,I tlf if\Jp;nllllhe cornpu!;on 11u.. d,ould char:OClcr

iu all advlnced ."'i,ion .. "h.," un rncou .. ,,, II. 10 joogt. 
condemn..nd marll,naliu.' 

n,., God AmuU'OftIl <ksaiba IS 1M God of ... ,,,,h·h .. n<l, ", • 
.. u",UOn .. holy ""us, fundamau.a.lIS' ,mokn.ncft, MId oountks. 

ex""" fomu: 01 .thgious f>«'«"lion. all umnI out ... ilh Uw ronti· 
dan prtsump'"on 01 di~i..., mdoorw .... nl. ",., ... ,hon.y wcomm;1 
111(10 "Iroo"", is roooed in Uor asJumpcion. "'* by bdirv" ... 110 .. 
thorir God is 1M only God. and Ih~r ~hpon .. ,he Ii",k. "",,:r....Wt 

p.alh 10 Inllh. AI God', cho:om proplr, lI,.,y ha." ,"" nghl, t"ftI 

I"" oblipllOft, 10 OPpoK.he ",,11<''''''' of God" ... hlCh is 1>0 .... hry 
"ould d""rib.. ."" I,," holy. less bHm." Individu.ls .. 1>0 do noc 
.ha", .hmlnull btl;,,' •. 

Ilillory luggests .h •• religious in,ol"r""':" is primarily, rol· 
.unl phmomtnon. bun! III ignonnc", I",r. urKlphobic prfjudicc. 
and flhnonntric cluuv,nllm. W" bclirvt, ho ... "ver, ,h .. illlol."..""" 
II IQOIN ,n _hong d«p« than m= n;u1"O ... ·nundnlnaa; ..., 

b.olirv" " IS bu.,.! .n ,h.c '""'" 'nnK~n' npnicncrl Ih.1 fOfUl" 
b.olid' in ,h.c .bt<>Iu,,, ,"p~m:ocy 01 ptrson.oli.ud. p.ani~ ,ods. 

Tnnsundm, 11.,es, as ... "',-,, Stttl, <'ill' aIon&' rontinuum of 
prog..,..;vdy hi","" kv"b of unilM)' ""'n, ,luI ul,"""Idy I"ad. 10 
lhe I""n, II ""hlCh unny ~ ahsolul'" In d,., ft.", oJ absolule 

:::-"'::-~'-",;;,"~m~p"'ing vusion. of the .tIIlh; 11w~ •• onli 
Inuh iudl. so ~unA i<l;ng .. 0. oonfl~. of allY kind for .rul 

.,!!'allrr. arr nOl ~v.n poHibl •. 
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If howCYn", a mytti<: falls ,bon 01 absoJII'~ IIR11y-if, in """JO

lopaI,emIS, 1M dmf~Ulion oI,M ori",mion am. is not 

compltu-,httI Sllbjtniv. 'Wll",", would 'UfViy~, and 'M mys

tic would inltrprn "'" npnimc~ :u OIl indIable union oo..CetI 
1M ... If and"""", myttical atMr. w~ .... minN ,he nn&..obiology of 
iu", .ud. a I~~ U .. IO M,ulC<l--.n OUr diK'\luion of activ. 

!Mdi~.ion. 

Lik~ all adv.nct<l uniu ry .... "', .hi, my,,~rioul union would 

h.v~. profound ... n~of ... Inu.; ,h. myllico would viKu"lIy Inl 
,h., he Or ,he had .. 000 in ,h~ pr_nc~ of ,,!nolu, .... li.y. A 

Chri,tian migh' ,all thi. truth Jau .. a Muslim might invok~ the 

name al-Lah, in primal cultures il mighl be inl~rprnt<l ... som. 

powmul spirit of notuR, but in every n ... i, i, ........ ienud :u • 
,piritualltUth tlul ttand. aput from and .bov. alJ OIMrs. 

W~'v~ Iftn tlul lho "discovery" of .uch ltUth through mysUal 

u~., pt"OV"idt$ believers with a pow~rful ... n ... of conlrol 

0'in"1h< Othtrwix uncon.rolW,1e whims of f.",. The prtstncc of a 
powmullpiri.ual ally convinces believers .M •• hrir JiVe! 11 •• put 

of.o_ romp .. hrnsibl~ plan, .ha. good""," rul .. 1M ... orld, and 
ev~n that dUlh can ultirnattly he conquert<l. 

What malr.", Ih_ btliel. more Ih.n hollow dr~.m. i, ,h. fao 

tM' ,h. God .M.llan,lJ behind .hom h ... b«n verifit-d, through a 

dim:1 myl\ical ClW'OIInttr, as litcnl, a!nolute lru.h. Any challenge 
'0 Ih< au.henli<:i,y of 1M ..... th, .htrdorc, i. an .nlCk no! only 

upon ide ... about God, but also upon lhe d«l"'", nturobiolot;ical!y 

tndotwd ""unncc:s tlut make God real. I( God if no!: ...... ntilhtr 

is OUr ftIO$( po ... fffullOUrn of ~ and rtdtmpcion. l"lwrt can be 
only one absolute uuth; i. is • null" of ClUI'm,ial .urvivaL All 
01,,", art .hreau of lho ...... t fundanw-n.al kind, and thq mUSI be 
npoK<! u impostOn-

In othe-r ....,..d .. W praumplion of "ndll.iv." .ruth, upon 
whi<:h religiou_ inlOlttllllCe i, based, may ri ... out of incom· 

pin. Ima of nnlrobiologica! .untcend';;cc. ironic.lly, ... hen the . 
," 
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When this mystic "falls short" of absolute unity and subjectively perceives him or herself as joined in ineffable union - this can cause problems, as described below.
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pron:N of .nllJCmdmc~ is tUm 10 tho 1op:-al. and ncu~ 
U'UrTK, .he ,rund ,. confront", .,.b. It~.~ of absoIule, uncom

pro" ... ing IInuy, in wbicb;O\l coafIict, all contnodittionl, all com

peti", • uUUOftI of lhe Truth, diJ.apptu inlo iIun>onic, monolithic 
0IW'I"It$J. If w~ .r~ righ .. if uliJiom and lhe Ii.fnl God.s lhey ddinc 

a •• in faa mlnp.na.ions of transcend.n. npomnct, .hen all inl .. -

prn .. ionl of God ott roo."" u .. im>ttly, in .b. Amt .~perit-nct of 
1.;UUCtndtn, unity. Thil hokl •• rue whnb..,. .hi, ultim ... ",a1i.y 

... u.lly .~IIU, or il only a neurological pete"".ion gentn,", by an 

unulu.1 brain .We. All ",ligions, thc:r .... ou. ore kin. None of .hem 
nn nduli~dy own the "",Ii •• ",.li,y. bUI.1I oI.hem, 01 .heir bes., 
....... h. he>n and .he mind in.he right dirf«ion. 

HullWl history lhow . ..... , f ..... ",Iig.ons h.~e bun willing 10 

We- .um an inclwi~. and nugnanirnow ~ie •• and conflic, ..... 

• JII>OS. alwaY' bun the norm. l1>eK are enrourag"'1"gru. how

....... ,h .. a number of imporun. ulipou. .hinlt .... ott btginrunflj 

'0 :lCC<'P' lhe possibili.y. even .... p.omi~, Ih.l' all rrltpoll$ Jh.m~ 
common .piri.ual bond •. 

"lIum.n being. n .. urally po..a. different ,nlt""U and indi

nation.," ... y. ,h. Dali Lam •. 

n..,..fo.e, i, should come as no ,u'P.jle II,.. w. have many 

diff .... n ••• ligiou •• radi.ion. wi.h diff.",", way' of think-

,ng and be .... ving. Bu. thi, varie.y i. a way for ... trYonc:'o 

be Iuoppy. If Wt only .... vc bread, ~k who ... rice ote 
kf. ouL Wllh. g"''' variety of food.. w."R" .bk '0 .... i.fy 

... eryonc'l differen. ncnb and .... .,. And ~'" .1. n« 
brausc " groWl besl where .hty b~., nne bK.u.Jl i. ;1 ei

thtr any b(o,.n or worse than t.«od..' 

"B..,.u~ all.he world', .... ligioul.ndllionl .hot •• M ...... .,

scn.ial pul"JlO't. ~ m .... m.inuin ""pee! and harmony among 

.hem."' In h" book Tin My"'': H •• rt, Dlholi. ~ymonk and 

'" 
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"This holds true whether this ultimate reality actually exists, or is only a neurological perception generated by an unusual brain state."
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schow Way"" T~,Jf IkKriba wh.u hf $fQ u .hf bqinninp 
of Ihf very kind of inlffrflipow ff:S~ and harmony thf 0.1; 
lama urges. T~~ 1m roiMd thf.C1m ",n.trspintuility· to de

serit.. thIS &mwi"K dim.llf of di~ and o«onnh.>.tion bn"ren 
world ~Ii~ ond 10 ca.U anfmion 10 lhf es~n.i,J lpin.u.oli.y 

Ihat all ~Ii&ions slun:. 
"In.crJpirin.t>lity ;, J'IOI aboul climlll.lling .hf world', nch 

divtrsilY of ~ligiouJ ~ap'OSI;on.· TUKble ny •. ·It i. MO' .boul 
'fjecling ,h_ ,radilions' indi viduality (or a homogtnous • .,pt, 
.pirituali,y, It i. MO' an all~mpllO crca.t a new (orm of spiri,ual 
cuhu~, R.,htr. i, iJ ... ammpl 10 makt avail.ble.o ..... eryont,J1 
Iht forms tht spiri", .... ,1 joumty ",.umtl," 

\ 

For Truda.lt, tha, jourmy bc-plll in Ihf pnmal human urgt for 
myllial union .n,h 50mt Ia'l"", aU-embrKing ,,,,d .. I \l1,lth ,ha, 
hullW\S IOUghl long bd'on: religions nISIN 10 defi .... it. 

·For IhousaniU of r~ars bd'o~ 1M da .. n of 1M world .thgtons 
at JOCi,J orpniJms working IOOr .. ay Ihr .... gh hiliOf)', 1M mysti-
c,J lift thri"N,· Ttudak uyt. Thi. mylliallonging for connec
lion .. ith <he divIM, Teud,Jc beli ..... u,;. II Ih. heart of :011 gtnuin. 
fai.h, and i. tht essenc. of .11 rtligion., 

"Th. rt,J .digion of humankind can be: .aid 10 be: spiri,ualily 
imlf,· daims T.ud..Jt, ·boa.u~ mYltical.pirituality il the SQurce 
of all,ht world'. ~Iigiont.· 

Ttud.', be:lt..f. ~ t.-d on r.ith, and on hi. ptr1Ofl,J ."ptri-
mees aJ a mymc, bu, hiJ Iw ltd him.o" con-
.",.ion I",", 

.I, 

c;;ii;;;;~;;,""""",,, .M ..... rcr>eS5 of <hi. 
h ... d..,p Ipintual ronnotauonl, but it has p""" 

foundly p .... gmatic impliellion .... wtiL A •• ."hor and rdigion 

.. , 
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IIChobr Dr_ Ik,nncc Br\ltt~u uguet in tM pnfxe to TM MpllC 

Hurt. mymcum .... y proyMktM world with ,u lISt, OOt hopt f"" 
a h.appia" furu~ by a11owuog US .0 oveKO_ 1M IrM. misl:l'\l$t 

ond tdf-prot«u...: fe.1f1l that have led w so lIWIy anlUrlel 0( suf

f~.nd"nfe. 
"eo.u,,!(-r thlt domuuuOfl. gret<!. CfUClty. viokncc. and all our 

otMr ill, arise from 1 S<1IJ<' of iruuflkimt and ,nJ«"urcnmg." uy' 

Bru.,~u. 

I n«<l mon po"'~. more possess"", .. more retp«1 ond ad
mJrotion. But it', nev~ fl'OIIgh. tM feu al .... y • ...,m ... ru. h 

cornet from "try .ide: from oth~ people; from «onom.ic 
cimlnulltlCa.; from idus. CUSlom .. and belid' ')'l1tmlo: 

from 1M natural en.·i..-nt; from our own bodies and 

nund •. A",1Iest Gthns in.umilb", u .. thralen ......... k, us 
atWou .. We c..,'t control tMm.. TIwy are, W varymll d,
Vftl. a1i,n,. Our ,""perie""" is: Wl\frt [ .m "[," IMY • ..., 
"Il0l.,1.. 

According .0 Brul •• U, myJ, ici.m .110 .. , u. 10 l.aMCtnd tbose 
l'8oullieal fe ..... Th •• "' • ...,ness of mylliul .... hok""" ,00'" bltk., 
... art IlOl. SO fund.mentally ali.n.,ed from on. onOlh.r and Ih.t, 
in focI ..... do hav • ..tllhe nm' ... e....ed 10 be hIPPY' WlKn .h •• p

procialion of Ihi. myllical oncr>ftI rues .0 1M surface. Bru.e.u 

.. ys. "our mati""" feelings. and OCOOnl lum from .. ilhd .. wai • 

..... picion. reiection, hostilil)'. ancI domi ..... "on 10 ~ tnllt, 

"""lllIoon, nurturar>ce, and communion.' 
"n" one ............. hi. f.-lom from aliefwion Ind jpf«U6tr

u thoe 'Ure found.o.ion To.. a ben ...... orld.· & "y'- "It _ .... that 

.... _ill.<)'.o hoelp .xh otl>..- ... ,her t ..... hun exh other." 
Anyon .... ho ...,od. the ........ ~~nrOfl •. foruampk, who 

Ius ho.rd of R .... nd .. Kosovo. Knhmir. or .h. GoI.ft I I.ighr.
may find Brul .. u·, optimism poignantly lU .. · •. h', in our n>tur., i1 

." 
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Q 

""Y coo .ON" co A"At 

1I«nu. In ddint .... rvival as I lNun of oompnition and conqUHt. 

... ,he: , urvin] of the fitteot. U I N,hlaJ ptrM' of d"'-¢I'~ n.. 
hum.., bnin, after.n. rwoIvcd primmly for ,he: purpos.eol nuLng 
lit f~.ly 6ficim1 compcmon.. We Iu~t a rul;\"'" gtniw for 
ddinlllg threats, for ... ming cnmlles, and to.- fitrcdy pro!(CtJ"I 

our own Ms. in.emu, no nutlrr how ""rro .. ly 0 < KIf;,hly wt 

deh .... kllL 
Thi. docs no< mean, !.owner, tlUI .. c art coooemncd by hu

man nalure 10 live in a wa.ld of diSHo,ion and dif<:Ord, b« ..... 
the same bnin that incliMl u"<)'Nard tgotinic ncess also provides 
,he m:achillery with .. hieh the tg(I an bo: lrans<:.nded. [n .hoc 

transcendent Stal~ .. h .. tver I~r ullim ... 'p,ri.ua] nuure ""'Y 
bo:, .wpicion and diDtlUlOn o;Ii»ppu, .n.o .he pcau and ",,"c of 
... indI!Krib.ablc uO;ly. n... UAlUfo .... "ng poWtr of Illest- wUt...,. 
Il.&~ it .. hat maUs myJ<irom our 1I"OOfo, pr.w:Ucal and ..ff~YC 
!.opt for improvi"l bullW'l boh.vior, bo:l~ .. 1k.,rKc a"",,"II. 
"If we C(IIlId amnge C1I<1'f:y fl'Ofll "",.II"'; ..... "'Y" 'if We mor<' 
of;;;; Allnu.t<! OUr rompaniollillRd p~ .!>ti. wdl-being, we 

would ..,ff .. m....:h less. Rcunngin, energy from .. "hi" is .. hal 
mynicilm don. • -

'- emerationl may pa .. bd"o' ( hur>U" J(lCi(ty is ~.dy for ouch 

lramform'"g ideu, but il'l inlriguing 10 k"" .. 11\;., if ,uch" Ii"", 

Ihoukl Irrivt, 1M brain .. i!1 M rudy, ~;ng .... moehinrry;1 

ncN. 10 rtWu: 1_ ide .. real. 

TIlt neurology of tnrucmdmct CUI, "' dw vrry InH, provide. 
biological fnmnrork ";,h," .. hlth;&\l ~l,gions can M m:oncikd. 
8u. if ,he uniury ""Ia thl! dw brain nukes possibk au, In fac<. 
piml'H'l 01 an actual hi"",. fulily, ,""'" ~Iigioou ;are rdll'CtioN 
not only of rtn>roIogical uni ,y, bul of • deqwr absolu,e .wilY. 

In.he .. me .. ~, ""urology,.." reconcile.hot rift becwtt'n K;· 
~ 

'" 
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WHY GOD W D."' " C O AWAY 

ttlCt aDd rdigion, hUhowiPfj donn to boo powmul hu' incomple,e 

~Jiw~YJ to the ... ~ ul"matt ~ty. TIw o;onfIict bt1w«n "nt~ 
and f".lth wu propdkd by a;;: ~at diKOVrM 01 tIw ociCfltinc 

"Ct. which """,ably boopn wbtn G~~I~', obKrv..,ionJ vmnn:l 

Cop.onucu. '. VIC" 01 tIw solar J)'.ltm. TIlt rn'el~tion wt tM unh 
h;td 001 bftn lovingly sn at the (m.tI" of tM un,vtr'St by a doling. 

divint creator ....... d""utat,ng blow to OrthodOl Christi~n doc-
.nnt at that ttrnt. To makt matlets .. o~ .... hen the Church uitd 

'0 , ikne. Galil~ by proclaiming him a h ... tic." .ho .. td i .... lf.;n 

the 'Y" of nuny rational peoplt. to boo mort conctrntd .. ;th 

dogma ,han wilh trulh. 
AI centuries p.usnl. and ocimet and philotophy f""nd mort 

.nd rnou rational ""planalions for mylleoeJ wbich 0I10Cl' f;OUld 
only boo ""pl:uMd by a diviM pra<'l"Of;~, ttunking peopk found ;t 

.ncreasingly dilficu.1t '0 mainuin t.bctr boolid" in God. Then in lhe 

mod-nll\el~nth 'C1'I.ury, ocienct produced ,wo rtVOIutionary u-
ri" tha,1«nIofd to make God .rrd"&nI ill 'M lCitn,ific ag •. 

TIlt first appt:artd in Ch:arks l),tir. book f'r"I1Inp/H IIf &

ok>t,y, publt.htd.n 1830. lyell". rntarch ,ho .. ed IN' 1M rontours 

of th ..... unll.nd",,"p" .. at shaped by gtol~cal forces, no' by 
Ih. h.nd of God. and ,hal ,h. tmh .. IS milch older ,h.n Hibl. 

tlori" daimtd. T .. ,nty-nin< ruts bttr, Th, 0 .. ,,,, ofSp<or. ""., 
rd.utd •• nd ,h, world wu rocktd by O ....... in·' ....... "'I"';on .. )' 
theon •• th .. , Lfe-fomu rlolved through imp.onia! moIogical .dap

liI'ion ov ... a Ip.an of millions 01 yea .... nd not in a single lI .. b of 

div"'e crtative .nerp. 
In ,he midSt of tltis scientific ....... tbuon. Nittuche proclaimed 

God dtad. h ', importan" ho .... " .... '0 re..!iu w' the God he 
thoughl oc.enet lad killtd, ,he God that .. u no Iotis ... campKiblt 

.... h , .... 0 ... 1 ,hinking. ...... the pcnonaI Creator God of lhe Bible.. 
TIm., II nothing lhal ..... h;. .... found in scien« or reuon '0 mUtt 

tht concept of a higher mr"ical rta!i,y . 

.. , 
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rHY GO O rON r GO ArAY 

Thil don noc mnn dut nwnnf'tam lCIence lui opomtd ,15 

arms to w ponibjli.y of m)'$....uly-G'JlCoverni rnl;.y. The a ... • 

thoritY of ""ielltc, .f, .... all, is rooted '" W aJlump'ion ,Iu, """t· 
ri.1 rull,y IS reali'y In III highes, form; th., nothong ;, n'IO", ""I 

,h.n ,he phy.;.:.I, m., ...... ] Jluff of ,he un;vcl'JC. Bu, cvcn from a 
sc;emi fi t p...-ap«:t,vc, ,he ..... urc of mntrial fUJi,y m<ly be mo", 

.Ii~ry ,hAIl (Dlllmon strISt ... ouk] l"'IlIIH,. Alben Einstein , ..... 

,.inty ,hou"" J(I. In ]9}S, he expressed hil belief ,ha, scitn,ifit 
inttrpm.a.Oons of ,he physical """k] mor noc be &I rdi.Wk &I no· 
tio",,1 mJ\cn.a],.tJ ... ould like 10 behevc: 

Phy.ic.1 concqm art free cnuion, of the h ... m.n mind, 

and nOl, 1>0 ... 11" .... i, m.y Kern, uniquely de,ermined by the 

atuMI ... ork!, In our ende .. or 10 undellund reality. we 

arc somewha, like. nun ''Yong ,0 Und .... l ... nd .he mecha
II1Jm of a clc:oKd ..... ch. He 1«1 the floCt and ,he moving 

lunds. n'c" lit", it licking. bUI M has no ""'y of ~mng 
,M COK. If he i, ing .... 1OIl1 he m.y form somt pin ..... of a 

"'""luni"" which could he rc:spon,ible for all,..., 'hings he 
obw ..... ct. bu. he m.y nev .... be quite lUre hi. pic'u .... if the 

only Ooc: wh",h could ""pb,n h,s obK''Vlllionl. He will 

oc:v .... be .ble '0 compare hi, piclure .. ith the rtal mcclu

num .nd he canno, ,....en imagi"" the pOllibili,y of <he 
muni", of ,,,,,h a romparison.' 

The MI' ,hJ\ J<:icnu c .... lin \II is • mcupboncal pictu .... of 
.. Iu, ', real, and while ,Iu, piau", may ~ Jen .... ;. iJn', nec:cs. 

unlr 'rut, In Ihi. cne, scicnu i •• lypt of my'hoIogy,. collec.ion 
of oxp]AII.,ory 110 ..... ,h., rc:soJve ,he mYflenH of ui".nce .nd 

help \II cope .. j,h the chalkngc:s of life, This woult! be applicable 

... ·.n if """o"al ... li,y i .. In f:acr.lhc: hlgk,. knl 01 realiry, bca\IIC 

despite ~'I prl'OOOlp.uon ,,"h ob~vdy vtrified tnlth. the 
human ""nd it ,no;apahte of p"",lr objecuvc observations. All our 

'" 
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pc1UpIlOfIS Itt ,"b~r by Ibm !UIII~, Ind ,lit! .. IlItn', no 

woy I<) pen .midr EilUl~n'J walch. Ihrrr·' ..... way wr ran llip fett 
oIlhr bnJn'llUbjeaimy 10 I« whal" ~~Iy OlIllhrrr. AU knowl· 

ed .... lhen. IS mtUphoncaJ; ""ffl our ~ buM: .. nsory prn:q:>
Iionl of lilt world ~r'OlInd us an I)( u-."'I of .... an apl ..... lory 

MOry crain! by tbr linin. 

Sc.ell«, 11It~{o.r. i, mythological. and "I.e all mythologial \ 
'YflemJ of I)(li ..... ;1 il bued on a fOlmcbuonala""mpcion: AIl,b., 

u .tIIl c." '" 11mfird by KWII"fit mUIM ... mm'. ,hntfo ... , 'l&b., 

CoO""' IN ""'foJ by wma 1I .. ',n.11y .... 1. 
Thi, kind of USlimption, tIu, OM .y.lmI i. uclwi~t ,rbi," 01 

whalll t!'\lt. makn ,oenee and ... ~"on inoomp"l;blt. If AMoIule 

Uniluy &.tin, doa. indeN. ""iSI, Ihtn ocitnee and ~lipon 6nd 
Ihtnudva ;n I pandoIical lit\.llion: The IROn I"c ... lly we we 
thnr ow" fOllnduiooul usumptio .... IhI: dcq>tt" ther a~ in conJlict 
... ,th ncb Olhtr. and 1M funhtr they fall from ulu .... u reality. Bu' 

if "'f undmu/,d w rnftaphoriul IUlurt oIlhrir inJi,hlSo Ihm 
,heir ,ncompa,ibilnin :ore r...:onciln!. Ind eoch Ixcom .. more 

po .. cr£ully I .... 'ranscc .... e.uJy reI" 

If Absolulr Uni •• ry !.king is real. ,hen God, in .11 ,h. ptnonifi.d 
.... y, hum.", kno .. h,m, no only be • m ... pho<. lIu' u C. S. 
lew,,', p""m JII"nH. meu.phon a.e not "",.ningless. ,hey do not 

poont 0\ nothi",. Wh •• ~Y" lhr meup'- of God ilS mdurinK 
_i", is lhoc.cry f:an du., i, is rooted in somcth'", !luI" ""peri, 

onad :os 1In«>nd"....wly real. 
The MU.obiological rOOlS cl.pi"",a1 ... ..u«ndcncc ,how tha, 

AbsoIu,e Uruuty Bnng is a pLauaiblc, ","en probobk pm.sibili,y. 

Of all ,be all'1'rita OUr 'bcory hu '0 oIf~' myths art d,;yen 

by biolog;c.l oo"'""IJion, ,hal ,;nulll~ inlui.ivcly sh,opcd 10 mK
Kcr un;,uy lilies, th .. myStics .... , .fler .11, not n="",;ly (=Y, 
Ind ,h .. ,II relig,onJ Ire bnnd,." of ,hc ",me Jpi';,u.ltrce--lht 

.,. 

Q 
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This is the basis of physics itself:  that there are measures.  Einstein's Theory of Special Relativity problematized this.  With his Theory of General Relativity, he circumvented the problem through the use of "curved spacetime."  This set a precedent for Niels Bohr's  interpretations of quantum mechanics, e.g., superposition and complementarity which at the quantum level deny the concept of causality (or the existence of events) independent of observation.
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A key insight!  Neither science nor religion "own" exclusive right to interpretation, but together, they provide an enriched understanding of the universe and the mystery of life.
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God is a metaphor for the thing that is better than the best and most exalted that can be imagined, and real.  Anselm's proof for the existence of God.



(oct tha, mil UI,ilNlr UMary' Mllr (an N mionally ""pponcd 

intnCUft iii .... MOlt.. Thr rnlM» 01 A ...... u'r Um=y Ikinc ill 
"'" concJlili';~ prooI !.h..u • hiKhtt God pisl$, bu, i. ~ • '''''''Ii 
caw ..... ,~ IS ~ 10 hunwl Odlmer than "'-r .... ,nUl "'IS

,mer. Ou, muxb an d ..... n by "'" intu;uo" 01 tIuJ dftprr,rahly, 

Ihis ultrr wu< of o...-neu, whrre ,u(fen", van,,,," and all <k:sira 
...., ., peacr. A.lon~ :as ou, brain. a.., Irran~cd .M w.y u...y an, OS 

long :as our mind. are cap.blt of ...:" ,i"l ,h" deo:ptr milly, spm.u

.Iily will con,;nuo '0 ''''p< .ht human up<ri.nc<, and God, how

r_rr w' deline ,hot majestic, myst"iouJ con<c-pl, .. ill not go .... y. 
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EPILOGUE 
So jU5t What Is Ntllrothtology Anyway? 

The publication of Why (}(HJ 1('",.', Gc>JI'""'7iw Iin ... n w;d~ 
.prnd .n.nn"" from tM modi.>, md Ius ... rwr.'~'''''''''''''' 

do... :LIIIOUn, of ... citmM'D ....... support. at .... 11 u ronl...,..cny, 
from both ,he: Rlipoul .nd ocien.;hc communllia 1l;~ 0.... or 
u.. pi. of our worlt, and ,M ~ ...,' •• .n.d '0 tommu.uea·· 
,n th .. book, ; ...... ..,knee and ",~pon do _ .... n 10 bo ,nrono

p.,ible: One nHd _ bot wl'OIIi 10< .he .,. ...... " br ngh •. n", OJ • 

tII'P';Iln& and chllleng,ng cooupt. bUI' ri~f onalY';1 oJ o,>r 

l"CIC""h I.U, 101 ;1 ;, tru'" I. $hould ,150 bt men"oMd ,h ...... r 
body of rue.rel> i. b.K<I r>O< only on our own br.in ,m~g'ng $100' 
itt, bu. ,he .hfor<1ical dC'o'elopment of our model;" b .... 1 on In 

n' .... ' ... rn"," of .he "",,<oo<;'o,inc ond ,rI'POUI Ii, .... ".e, ..,d 

on •• ho<oup philooophi.ctl.nd ,hfoIosicaI •• plon""" 01 ,he u-
1000..."'1' Mlw"" 11K br-W>. rdip<- pra(U«, and 'po" ... aJ .,.~ 
naoas. T. hopfc .... r ... ork.-ill p<V"od< ...... 'III'!'O aplort tho 
connectiooo hot .. «n ..,oence and tbo mlP"" ...p-tho dn ...... 
optnlual fon:c bdI,nd .11 nd;por..--in .... Y" .... lIOl ..... y sIw<I ..... 
~"" ... 1M one'N and rmani<>c of ,"Umall ,po""ul,,y. bu. abo 
II'" II. VU'U J<itntihc i~" ",<0 u.. myo.mou. ....,n.."", of 
,"" h"""", bra"" It hal .I .... y. beflI our """" .Iu, ""r won. will \ IIJ 
od~anc~ lhe pplorillon "I the ""ns«tion of ""Of>«.nd r.l;p... r 

." 
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*\ 
ElILOCUl 

in • way Wt allo ... n<h ~p«fiw~ 10 ~nhanu, rat ....... han di_ 

minish, u.. or"",". 

At u.. t.., ..... of w. th..ory is 0 ...... roIopc.ol modd lha. pl"O\lides • 
link bee ... ..,n my"ic.aJ apmmce and ~n'1bl~ brain function..!.n 

i built-in 

"'" i I ot Ih~ roo! of lhe r~li giO\U 
urge. Ho ........ ~r, .. e do nol IM.n to imply that .11 ...,'igiou. bolier. 

or boh,wi"", are inh .... ~ntly my.,ical . 

I'd like 10 bo <k.ron thi. poin., btt' .. 10 il seems 10 have 11 ..... -

bled 101M r~.ten r.nd cnUc.!. For eumpk, at OM of my .pnking 
tIIg.>&<-rnentt I wu apprwcMd by 0 mMldI .... ,. WOItWt .. ho 1<0<

ned lhal our findinp t..d d,mini.iIfd ...... 0"" lpi";'uali.y. Sbo wid 
........ had been rdog.ow ...... mU..., Ilf., Iud ... mded ~ 
r.-gululy, h.ad prayed r.nd been duri •• ble and ,ned hr. boa '0 k 
\1'\1. to her f .. llh. But .... had MYer had \ ... kind of myllical ttptri
mee We d~nbdn OUr book. "1)oQ diU Mtln 1"1'1\ 1\0( rully M'~-
pou.?" .... asked. 

My ........... ...., 'Of coo ..... nQI. " I'or be!!.ror ... 0 .... much or 
Ih~ ,u.nlion .... lus • ...,.,.i.·ed .bout Our ov .... 11 body of ... ork has 

f«uoed on wr bra,n inuging Itudi .. of libttm Buddhi,u and 
FnncU<:ltl nuns. In u.... "udi .. We e ... mined the kind. of my .. i

a l .lUes W, people a.uin only aft ... nuny ye .... of opintual pnc:
tic •• Spintu.al ""peneno:~ is an ,mporun. asp«! of OUr theory, bu • 
... ck-rper meaning. :ond IU ,..ba"". '0 ""~d.ay religious pnc' 
Iia$, ""~ ohm been ovrriooUd. 

For OM "' ..... our ....... 1< <db UI'''''' thft.c my .. ical ~ .. 
0CltlI. on a con ...... um. At ,he far md of thif conunuum ......... 

profound ou • ., of spirilual unllY dotenhed by .. in .. and my.tics. 

Bu. the ......... complex brain fu"",ion .hat mak .... oc:h pow.rful 

ou • ., ",,"ibl. aloo .rubles UI 10 f .. 1 much mikl .... n.! more · ordi· 

'" 
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"'1: f('ns.,ionJ of 'pirit""l connfnion-th~ f('n,~ of uplif, or 

ab<o.ption you f...,1 during m<>rnmU of pny~ or con,emplation, 

for onmpk, or .. hik ,.,.rung in ,,"h your con".ptiod 10 sine 
• hymn. 

Mo~ broadly, our ruurd, ,ivts ul n .... "'y' to understand 

and addrw the connection betw~ bninacti';ty:and many -.,.,.try
<4y. rdigNMJI ~ Ipirituai isouo: oJ UMY 

and fanuly; <1hia Ind morals; Io .. ~, rompusion, .nd f0'P"maa. 
The.e or •• h1ng. "e mun OddreM 'f ... ~ orr;; und .... u.nd th~ con· 
nonion bt1 .. ten rdigoon :and the brain .. ith the kind of rich ..... 

and dimmsion .. ~ I>OpI' '0 lCbieve. 

'!'Mr. U ,mponant ""ork ~ng d"... in thiJ MId by.....er.al ~ 
f('ltch ...... oo Iu •• fo<uJ.Cd ""clusi .. dy on the, brain i roI~ i .. my,' 

'ic.] ~I""n.nce. Thil ""ork is """em,ly •• luable, beaUSl' ,II ,he 
..... IJ', era' ",ligion_lId ..... bd ...... all ",lip:..... impulKo

on~ from It.. braid', abili.y.o I~end ,t.. bnu .. d J<If mol p«
eri •• a la"er, more fund ...... n .. 1 ",.Ii,y. Any .".mp' 10 ern,.' 
b;ologicallheo'1 of religio .. m"" oddrts •• hi. poi"" 

Bu. if .... aim is 10 "nd ...... nd the ronnMion bet ... ...,n bioIoc:Y 
and tpinlwJi.y i ... _y .ha. has practical ",kv .. ,,,,, for relipoul 

people of aU faiths . nd cullures, I,,"" i. U vi",llh ......... ide" the 
len. and add .... ,h. i .. utl of btlief and behavior in .... y. ""'" 

people nn rela .. ,0. 

Thil II prcci.dy . t.. coal cI , ... <II1<"I1I'"8 6ek1 oJ ...ufO-

.t..ology, '0 und"",u.nd .he bnk b<1 ... _ brain func,ion and ..u 
imporu", .. pt"<U of relIgion. To bt, ... eaplore .he f.Kin ... ing con· 
nection bcc ... orn mind, brain, .nd fault., ... ( rn.iKh. conSIder ho ... 
..... roUtcoIog .. un 00....11,. b«orne. • ...... ,heoIou·:and .-ca' 
.t..ology .• "fhcu: are ,numod.""g phruo. bu. I]w" mnJI"'Il IS 

qui •• ' imple . A m<1'lh<'<lkogy i •• .... y 10 dncribe ho ... II .. tp«ilic 
.1.eo1osic.1 pnnciplet oJ any given r~hgion m>y h .. ~ . risen. A 
.ep.hooIot:. IS a .... y 01 .pptoKhinl r.ligio<t thu fO(Ulotl 0<1 the 
univen.o.J ok .... n .. • ha. ~II religions ........ 10 ........ n.. ~kmen .. 01 
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I RqUhcoIog IbcorlffiCally could lot In.qr~'M In.O lIly 'p«;nc 

bd..d's".. ...... Imporunoly. whll" .~ dt_nu mu.st includt 111 

IInd .... sundi"l of mY$(ic;a1 apma>«, .My mUS! abo addrus the 
more rommon u~ of tl'ligtolls Iottu,jo.-, .ncludinl!: idQi.oo... 
commlln"y o.nd flIlUly, mon.l"y, Io:m:, dn'OllOn, f<ll'l'Vl'neu, • _ 

of bfLonging. and. J<TIK of heinl" P"" of JOIIlething Vel ...... hm 
!lit- Kif. 

W" bt-Itc.·f IK'\lrolhcollllO' pf'\!VIda .he bt-.. SOUIU for <level· 
opi~g ptisfying mell' and .n"1l>lhrologi". The..., ore se"eral reI' 

JON fO't Ihis. A nellrothrolog".l Ipprf»Ch, by iu very n •• u...,. ;, 
univf"'!. All hllman heings Juvc I br.un, .nd,.]1 of th~ bniru 
work in I ~cry Nmilar fuluon. So if we ue evtrSOlng to Kel. Sell .. 

• of <he: IInivmal upccu of rdiglOn, .Mn the brain miglll bt- .... boos. 

plxe '0 .wt. ...... IltUrotheolop:allpproach :oIJO ~n help 10 link 
rtligion.o human 1"1(/'01"11 and llot human body since ill theK 

/anon appe>r 10 be .nlllTU.dy tn.c"",,~, As we Iuve show" in 
UIII book, I ",,,,,rosn..nlilic approach (111 kip aplo..., many en.;· 

cal ingrMi(nu of religIOn •• ncllKlinl myth. mu:ol, and myotic"] a · 

I""rimcc. My coil."""" .nd I tuVt .IJO nplO«<l how such In 
approach can bt- usn! '0 unden ... nd fOflivcI>CSs, communi.y, .nd 

fmolion.] f«ling. Ilich., love. ThIs approach .110 bel"" III und .. • 

J(lIId mlny .hro!opcII .-ion. on lerml of.he origin of .he oon' 

eel''' of clus,ali.y. wholnln ... rid ru"'''', not 10 .".,ntJon .p«ifi<: 
conception. of God. 

For HMlIpk. Chri"iln ~ Jut modi: trcn>«KI.oul cfforu 
10 m;:onciJc bow the Ihrrc asp«u of God-Dt FI.tter ..... Son. 

Ind lhe Holy Sp,n'-lIll n.SI .. Oft!' God. 6y Iookins "' how ,he 
brain worts 10 pntti.-c ....... ru as .... dl as 1M whole, we migh. he 

obit 10 ""pJo..., u- !lwoIocical '"\ItS fron> I biolopeal ptnpcc
lin. Th .. will not neccu.orily ooI"ttM preble .... on.oIogic..Jly. bu. 

will provide room "try Importan. Infornulion .h •• .... y MIl' ...,. 
solvt Ind uridersund many of ,he ,hrologic .. l i""cs f""cd in III 
rtli&iono. 

'"' 
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Iu wt JuVt daocribtd In 1M book. mydu .lmotl alwaYI ,n

YOIft tht resoluuon 01 ,"min~y imooncilablt oppotitC'S. Aft .... 

.u. <lit rnmuy SWI 01 all eral rdipom oJ 10 ru<>nClk lhe frail. 
impafen hll ...... n btl .. wllh 1M omn'pocall_ pnf(tt, "'('Inal btong 

dut is. on IIWlf w.y •• ,tI InK Of'P"l'''t. By llnoknun<!i .. how .... 
brain helps III 10 toIVt Ih,1, and all other mylhlC problmu. wt g;\ln 

5'e.1\ in .. ,htl inlo how IhroIc>s,a mi&ht gt""mt IItW and .v ... 

mo~ Jaulfy''', w,y'lo IIndtnund the promiJn of religion. 

The: ability 10 txrlo.t Ihtology from a n",.ol",;ul fM'''fH'C,ivt 

an htlp W ,0 IIndtnt.nd. in Vtry powrtflll "'.YF. Iht hum.n urgt 

for ~bgion and rdigio"" my.h. It nn also provide. f •• "",work 
from whICh We e .... txplau any indlvid",al myth. ... httht. this be 
lhe fO\lnWolioful mylh from ",hich tht rat of. rthpon IS .kvd

opN or SOffit ........ ll·~ mydo· lha, "isa a .",,1. bu, imporum 

poUt. aboul lik Thul, If we t:okt our COf'ICtplio<o oI .... y myth. "" 

can to _ "'enl find how ............ brain function. plly 0<11 

wilhin w. mYlh. ~e o;:an idml;fy the: 0f'P"l'/les, r«Oglult the 
holinK a"'Wffl, obot ... t the tmOtional f""lings. teul in.'" mys

ttry of ctnain n",mbe-I'lI, and en'n rtvit ... ho ..... ht en"" mylh i. 

deso:ribt<lthrough langu>g •• otnSt •• and f<tling •. 
In ,h" WlY, ... hik nnorotheolog)' un"O' n«,<'Surily predic' 

wh .. typ"'" o f myth. ",ill.riSt, it c;On help , 0 provide tht underpin

ning! for "ndtnt.ndin, my giv.n my,h. Thrology i.Stlf ,htn hrJpl 

'0 arW)'U Ihat buic te""" 01. ,..,Ii&'on.o btlt" IInd."t.nd ,htm 

and how .... y ~lltt 10 hUm;lJl bti"",. Once "Pin, .... would Uli"" 
lJut whattv .... naly.i. IS b<Olllhl to btH on. given religion, it i. 

alw.ys the bnin ,h .. IS ptrformint; lha • ..wy_ For t",mpl., if 
...., ilI"t Anving'o IInd('rluod how God can he: .... III,im.l." CjIIISt 01 
aIIlrungt, Wt Jure ,0 he: aw ..... of the- n<t<I of .... hum .... bralftJo 

pm:eive atllH in ,he ",o.,!il. WI", if .... did nOl h,,·t ,his ability? 

wh .. It Wt nevtr und('rltood ... hy 'hinS' lu.pptnl Th....., art rare 

cues of pati.nll who d.m>.i\' ctruin crili.~J a~'" of ,he brlOn in

volvtd with c~ .. n! rcuon;ni\. They h.v. no undc .. undini\ of ... hy 
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.hinp haJlPC'n or .. hy a doori:otll 'mplies .ha. ~ IS ~. 1M 

door.J< ....... Id "" impou;~ for a bn.on dnood of uuW dllnluns 

to consider rdipon ana GOd lrom a fiuyl !lQ]I!r!:.i~~. ln .his Or

ctlmJluo.: ... God mish. bt ... nd~toood 011 mor .. of iUI nnouorul b.a
..... !'('<Iups .he fOCUf .. ould "" du, God ... he uluma.~ Io~t""" 
goodnesa of .he unlVtrW ra.M. than 'u (&U$<'. Th., has no burin, 

on .. ha. God acu .... Uy ii, only on ho ........ :l$ humm being. can 

,oncci~~ of God ~nd how God nunif"". himJ<'lf in .he .. orld, 

The rm'galhwlogr "P«' oJ ntu.OIhwlogr i,,, bit mo.~ (om

plic ... ed beau$<' nau'os.:;'ncc i' $<'lf .p~us 10 "" unable to provide 
,nIO'AUlion ~.ording .M l!ll1nul~ IrYtl of ..... Ii.y ..... heme.- .ha. 
bel i$ called God, n.,...uu, or AUB (Absolut .. Unitary Scin"

n... MC'lIrologial"pproach uken ,n ,h'$ book get, UI'O a ""'Y im· 

portml I .. unching point .0 "" .bk .0 upw th.:.c onlOlopcaJ 
qucs.ions . ..!!' ~Iar. we haVt ,hown .ha, nny human npcri_ 
.. nee il a, leu! 0<1 I p!! "';,h e!'J' Q!htt- ppcrisocc in 'mJ\I of be· 

ing rcp.tSm •• livc of .ul"y.ln "'Mr .. <>ni" ... ~I"r happtns in 1M 

brain. and ... hile OUr inuSi"K "uaoa dO noc provc ......... i .. cnee of 
I higher .pirilual lane'M do "1'01II:'y indica, .. ,ha. 10.M brain, 

...... r.. AI Ihi, poin., ncurothcolot!:r 
.tquirel U$ ,0 ltltnop. ono,he• I .... d of anaJy,'" btyond nturologi. 

cal fUnclion. in whirh ..... ,.1'10 ... , .... ".tali.y" of Ihe ... ~ritn<:eI in 
and of .hmuclvcs. 

, il 
JU.t ... P"1tW'f rcalily, one from ... hich all 

obi«t;vc and ,"bi«ti~ .. pcnpccti ... " of .he .. orId art d<ri~..d. 
'1' .... ' ..... 0. noc AUB II on.ologically .... 1, i. p.ovid" II . .. i,h • 

oom ..... n _ret of.1l .p,ri . ..... 1 " 'l6 and • uni'-"I'»I go.aJ that h.u 
b«n ;ntcrp.ottd ;n myriad ..... y. by aU .h .. g ..... rtligion. of Iht 
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pu.1J!d pram,. In ,hIt w~y, 'M conctpt 01 AUB omy proYidt. 

prinuJ 'p,';.ull (ounda,ion upon which we <:.In im.gine I UUt 
mtp,MoIogy. 

While we .,ill hlvt IOItI<''''''y.o go bd"ore;llly pc'flp«rive.ln

dudi", • MUrodlKllosical 0 ..... C;lII hd" Ut '0 undtllund 1M vu, 
rompltllllY .nd richness of ..II d;Hn"~' ,ypu 01 religious ,."pm
OOCtt and ideol",;«, we fttl."". MUroIhooIogy it a cl'\I(ia! fX10r 

and OM .h.t. may offer 1M ""' w.y 01 Mir"'i w 'n.tgr.at. ocit"", 
m:I ~lipon. ,n • WIY .h.t, will ~rich our unders,adin&: 01 bolh 
'M world of.M mind and.M world of .h •• piri •. 
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